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Starr Commonwealth is a private, not-for-profit organization supported 
by fee income and donations. Your tax deductible, charitable gift will be used

to help children and families. Thank you!

www.starr.org

Choose a meaningful way to help our children by making a gift selection 
from this wishbook or online. Your gift helps make a difference for children 

who need your help today, more than ever. 
Each purchase from this catalog represents a contribution 

to the mission of Starr Commonwealth. 
Your donation will be used where needed most to help children.

800.837.5591

Please call for more information on these or any other giving opportunities. 

vis i t  us

Our contributors are our partners. 
Let us know if you’d like to come by for a visit and see your gifts at work. 

Need a speaker for your next meeting? 
Just say the word and we’ll come speak to your group 

or organization about the work we’re doing here at Starr. 
Or, visit us online at www.starr.org.
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To a 17-year-old boy

who had been in and 

out of trouble most of his

life, Starr was just another 

stop along the way. 

But it wasn’t long before 

Lane saw it as the stop 

that showed him a better

way. Thanks to Starr’s strong educational component, 

Lane didn’t lose ground scholastically while he was gain-

ing ground emotionally. In fact, when it became apparent

just how important it was to Lane to receive his high

school diploma from his home school in Kansas, his Starr

treatment team made it happen. Starr’s specialized, 

interdisciplinary team approach is geared to education,

including the therapy itself.  “It was Lane’s dream,” 

says the Director of Starr Commonwealth’s Montcalm

School in Albion. “We worked hard to make it happen.

So did he.” 

Starr students advance an average of 2-3 years 

in math and English during a one-year stay. 

Our year-round programming makes a difference!

Through our residential programs, Starr Common-

wealth operates four, full-service schools at our Albion,

Michigan campus and Montcalm School. At our 

campus locations in Van Wert, Ohio and the Hannah

Neil Center in Columbus, Ohio, we provide 

comprehensive quality educational experiences 

for 300 students per day.

Education

Backpacks with classroom supplies (EDU-10) $25
.....................................................per student

Book for the Library (EDU-11)..............$25 each

Swim Lessons (EDU-12)............$60 six sessions

Student Desks (EDU-13)..................... .$70 each

Workbooks (EDU-14)........................ .$70-$100
per student per year

Chair for Library (EDU-15)..................$80 each

Computer Supplies (EDU-16).....................$115
per classroom per year

DVD/VCR Players (EDU-17).................$40 each

GED Test Fee (EDU-18)............$125 per student

Educational Field Trips (EDU-19)
African American Museum... $130 per classroom
Greenfield Village................ $130 per classroom

Overhead Projector (EDU-20).............$300 each

Text Books (EDU-21)........................$350-$450
per student per year

Shelving for Library (EDU-22)............$370 each

Wall Maps (EDU-23)..........................$600 each

Classroom Computer (EDU-24)........$1,000 each

Student Desks (EDU-25).....$2,100 per classroom

“They don’t judge you here, they listen. 

You’re surrounded by so much support at 

school and so many people want to help

you. That was real different for me.”

Melinda S., 15-year-old student at Starr 

Commonwealth’s Montcalm School for Girls
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D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g



Tom and Ryan had 

a lot in common when 

they first came to Starr.

Both had anger problems

and had been in trouble

with the law. They also

liked to work with their

hands. As cottage-mates

with half a dozen other boys their age, Tom and Ryan 

were wary of each other but eventually discovered their

shared talent for fixing things. The other guys in the

cottage noticed, too, and it wasn’t long before they began

counting on Tom and Ryan for repairs and other “fix-it”

projects around the cottage. When their outdoor grill

showed signs of rusting, Tom and Ryan not only helped

repair it but even helped the other cottages refurbish 

theirs. At Starr, kids learn that when they help others, 

they help themselves. It’s an approach that changes 

hearts – and lives.

Starr students live in groups of 10-14

in cottages on our campuses. Students live

in 26 cottages, 10 independent living 

apartments and 36 apartment units.

Residential

Towels (RES-10)........................................$25
per year per student

VCR or DVD (RES-11)............................... . $40
per cottage

Stereo (RES-12)........................................$75
per cottage

Dorm Room Linens (RES-13).....................$100
per year per student

Small Kitchen Appliances (RES-14)............$100
per cottage

Area Rugs (RES-15)..................................$150 
per cottage

Lamps (RES-16)...................................... $200
per cottage

Cleaning Supplies (RES-17)....................... $220
per year per cottage

Game Table (RES-18)............................... $250
per cottage

Recreational Activities (RES-19)................. $250
per cottage

TV (RES-20)............................................$250
per cottage

Pictures  (RES-21).....................................$300 
per year per cottage

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“The positive approach you use of building on

strengths has benefited Kyle greatly. It is great 

to see him begin to realize that you can get 

attention by doing well. Once again, thank you 

for loving and caring for our child.”

Janet S., mother of a Starr Commonwealth

Residential Treatment program student
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Vacuums (RES-22)...................................$300
per cottage

Outdoor Grill (RES-23).............................$350 
per cottage

Couch Cushion Replacement (RES-24).... ...$480
per cottage

Outdoor Furniture (RES-25)...................... $800 
2 sets per cottage

Stove (RES-26).........................................$800
per cottage

Couch (RES-27)..............................$1,000 each
per cottage

Kitchen Supplies (RES-28)......................$1,600 
per year per cottage

Washer & Dryer (RES-29).......................$1,600
per cottage

Refrigerator (RES-30)............................. $1,700 
per cottage

Table and Chairs (RES-31)...................... $2,600
per cottage

Dish Sanitizer (RES-32).......................... $3,000
per cottage

Adopt a Cottage (RES-33).....................$16,140
per cottage



“When I first drove

through the gates at

Montcalm Schools, I was

astonished by the absolute

beauty and serenity of 

the campus. As I began

talking with the adminis-

trators, teachers and staff 

it was obvious that the serenity of the campus carried

through. Each person I talked to exuded an extreme calm

and professionalism that is unparalleled. The prevailing

impression that Montcalm Schools left on me was that 

it is a kind, structured and loving place for children 

to better their lives.”

– Educational Consultant 

Our three campus locations span over 600 acres, 

all of which reflect the beauty and importance of 

the children we serve. Our offices in Battle Creek 

and Detroit also require attention and are exper-

iencing ongoing wear and tear. You can help keep 

our educational and therapeutic environments 

safe and welcoming.

Bui lding and Grounds

On-Campus Student Service Projects (BG-10)....
....................................................$8 per hour

Rakes and Shovels (BG-11)......................$25
per set

Push Lawn Mowers (BG-12)..............$100 each

Commemorative Bricks*

Engraved 4”x 8” (BG-13).... .............$100 each
Engraved 8”x 8” (BG-14).... .............$200 each

Seasonal Maintenance Projects (BG-15)......$200
per month

Landscape Improvements (BG-16).... $250+ each

Student Garden (BG-17)..........$500 per season

Picnic Table (BG-18)......................$1,500 each

Commemorative Bench* (BG-19)....$2,000 each

Garden Shed (BG-20)....................... .....$2,500
per cottage

* Can be personalized with an honorary 
or memorial inscription

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“When my son and I drove onto the campus 

I leaned over to him and whispered, ‘can you 

believe how beautiful this is?’”

Marian H., parent of a 13-year-old 

Starr Commonwealth student
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Once upon a time,

the only thing Jared, Chris

and David had in common

was a troubled childhood.

They first met as teens in

Starr’s foster care program 

where they also discovered

a shared love of sports. 

All three made the high school’s varsity basketball team

where their exceptional skills helped lead the team to a

regional championship. But they won something much 

bigger than a trophy. The discipline that helped make 

them good team members also made them better students.

All three are maintaining their grades and finding time 

to participate in school clubs and organizations.

Our commitment to healthy lifestyles is reflected

in our treatment programs. We are proud of our 

facilities, and our students take full advantage of the

variety of sports and physical activities we offer.

Athlet ics

Water Bottles w/ Carrier (ATH-10)....$25 set of 6

Basketballs (ATH-11).......................... $40 each

Footballs (ATH-12)............................. $50 each

Softballs (ATH-13)....................... ....$50/dozen 

Baseball

Mitts (ATH-14)..................................$50 each
Bats (ATH-15)..................................$100 each
Sponsor a Team (ATH-16).........................$500

Athletic Shoes (ATH-17).......................$80 pair 

Safety Gear (ATH-18)...............$100 per student

Gym Clothing (ATH-19)............$250 per cottage

Kayak/Canoes (ATH-20).................. $500 each

Fishing Gear (ATH-21)............. $800 per cottage

Climbing Supplies (ATH-22)....$1,000 per student

Outdoor Adventure

Vault-type Outhouse (ATH-23)............. $15,000
Electricity to Site (ATH-24)....................$15,000
Cabin/Rustic (ATH-25)........................$16,000
Wood Burning Heating Unit (ATH-26)... $18,500
Pavillion w/ Fireplace* (ATH-27)............$35,000
Cabin/Finished* (ATH-28)..................$40,000

Baseball Field - Columbus (ATH-29).......$20,000

Track - Columbus* (ATH-30)...............$175,000

* Naming opportunities are available

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“I was sent to Starr, but I did not want to 

be there. It took a while, but people were good 

to me and it began to feel like home. I started 

to make friends – I never really had friends 

before – and they keep you straight.”

Chris P., 14-year-old Starr Commonwealth student
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Lewis had a tough

time when he first came 

to Starr. He admits he

was disobedient to staff,

disrespectful to peers and

prone to “inappropriate

comments.” But his treat-

ment team saw something

else in Lewis and they helped him see it, too. By appointing

him to student council, the staff gave him a healthy outlet

where he could exercise his natural leadership skills. 

Says Lewis, “Involvement in student council and other

extra-curricular activities is positive to both myself and

other students. I am also looking forward to starting 

bass guitar lessons soon and hope it will prove to be as

positive an experience as student council has been.” 

Healing children who are struggling with social and

emotional challenges takes a great deal of heart.

But at Starr Commonwealth we believe that theatre,

art and music can have a profound impact on a

child’s mental well being. We offer a multitude of

opportunities for creative expression through the arts.

Music  and Fine Arts

Art Supplies

Sketchbook, Drawing Pencils & Art Gum Eraser
(ART-10)........................................$10 per set

Paints, Brushes (ART-11).....................$15 each

Canvas (ART-12).... .................. ........$20 each

Theatre Supplies

Theatre Make-Up Kit (ART-13).............$15 each

Play Script (ART-14)...........................$10 each 

Lumber for Scenery Flat (ART-15).........$30 each

Tickets to a Play (ART-16)............$25-$50 each

Copyright fees for Theatre Performance 
(ART-17)...................$65-$150 per performance

Filmmaking Supplies

Blank DVD’s w/ Cases (ART-18).......$40 per case

Digital Video Cable(“Firewire”) (ART-19) $35 each 

Blank Digital Video tapes (ART-20)...............$20

Editing Software (ART-21).........................$100

DV Camera (ART-22)...............................$300

Music Supplies

All Starr Choir Uniform (ART-23) $20 per student

Blank CD’s w/ cases (ART-24).........$40 per case 

Tickets to a Concert (ART-25)........ $25-$50 each

Guest Performer (ART-26)................ $100-$500

Wireless Headset Microphone (ART-27)...............
..........................................................$100 -$200

Drum Machine (ART-28)................... $150-$300

Portable Recording Equipment (ART-29)............
................................................ $200 – $1,500

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“Our work at Starr is committed to 

the development of ‘the whole person,’ 

spirit, soul and body and focuses on

healing, reconnection and renewal 

‘from the inside out.’”

Starr Commonwealth Fine Arts Program Director 
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Bobby’s family didn’t

know what to do. Their 

son was belligerent and

verbally abusive to every-

one – teachers, parents, 

siblings. He openly scorned

the faith he’d been raised in

and refused to go to church

for any reason. It broke their hearts – and there was more

heartbreak to come. When a series of petty crimes landed

Bobby in court, he was referred to Starr’s residential 

treatment program. There, Bobby discovered a talent for 

working with clay through Starr’s Ministry Arts program. 

For him, it was a powerful transition that “made the 

invisible visible.” His mom remembers the turning point 

for her son. “On a visit home during his treatment, Bobby

asked if he could be the one to say the prayer before 

dinner.” Sometimes discovering the creator inside can 

help students reconnect with the Creator above. 

At Starr, spiritual growth is an inseparable part 

of life. Our spiritual programs, including our visual 

arts and museums, are funded wholly with 

private contributions.

Starr Commonwealth does not require attendance or participation 
of any students in religious programming practices.

Spir i tual  L i fe

Bibles (SPR-10)..................................$15 each 

Religious CDs (SPR-11).....................$15 each

Inspirational DVDs (SPR-12)...............$17 each

Inspirational Books (SPR-13)..............$20 each

Choir Robes (SPR-14).........................$50 each

Sanctuary Candles (SPR-15).......................$65
box per year

Worship Linens and Napkins (SPR-16).......$100 
per year

Sunday Programs / Bulletins (SPR-17)......... $150 
3-months supply

Birthday Cards for Students (SPR-18)......... $250
6-months supply

Chapel Landscaping – Annual Flowers, 
Wood Chips, etc. (SPR-19).... ......$300 annually

Altar Candles (SPR-20)............................ $370 
box per year

Spiritual Program – including Residential/
Educational costs (SPR-21)..................$1,500

per month

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“I feel being on the Tech Team and working 

with the Praise Team has been really helpful 

with my treatment and my life. I have a lot of

confidence in myself. I love what I can do now

that I have the learning experience and it feels 

really good to share with other people and

treat them with the respect they deserve.” 

Chris (C.T.), 17-year-old Starr Commonwealth student
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Tom’s mother pulls 

no punches. “I was a drug

addict, an alcoholic and in

an abusive relationship.

Tom saw it all.” When she

was sent to prison for 14

months, her angry and

frightened son started

hanging out with a dangerous crowd, vandalizing property

and worse. Much worse. He ended up at Starr Common-

wealth for treatment and care. Eighteen months later, 

Tom was a new boy. “He was different on the inside,” says

his mother who has been clean and sober now for 3 years.

Tom graduated from Starr in 2004. At the graduation

ceremony, as the graduates were introduced, Tom talked

about his new start and how proud he was of his mother’s

new start, too. They both got a standing ovation.

Students arrive at Starr having lived in some less 

than ideal environments. By providing a nurturing

environment and meeting basic needs, we are telling

them that “they’re worth it.” We don’t just change

behaviors, we change values.

Basic  Needs

Personal Hygiene Kit (NDS-10)....................$25
per student

Towels (NDS-11)........................................$25
per year per student

Facial Tissue (NDS-12)................................ $27
per case

Comforters (NDS-13)..........................$50 each

Bed Linens (NDS-14)................................$100
per year per student

Haircuts (NDS-15)...................................$120
per year per student

Cleaning Supplies (NDS-16)......................$220
per year per cottage

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“We’ve done our job, and by our job I mean 

Starr, social workers, court officials and anyone 

involved in the child’s life, when that child’s 

needs have been met. We are not supposed 

to give up on a child.”  

Michigan Juvenile Court Judge
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The kids at Starr in 

Van Wert, Ohio were all 

set to help the community 

clean up a local park when

suddenly, the night before

the clean up, a tornado

hit. After volunteering at

the park, the kids and

their Starr counselors agreed to see what they could do 

for a neighbor whose property had been hit pretty hard.

After a long trek through a muddy field, the team helped

clear out a mile-long swath of damage and debris. It was

quite an experience, especially for kids from more urban 

environments who had never experienced life in the 

country. “They couldn’t believe the mud!” laughs their

counselor. “I told them, what better way to get your 

feet muddy than by helping other people.” 

Each student has a complete wardrobe for sports,

school and community events. As they grow, 

so do their clothing needs!

Chi ldren’s  Clothing
(assorted sizes)

Backpack (CLO-10)...................................$25
per student

Dress Wear (CLO-11).................................$80
per student

Suitcase (CLO-12).....................................$80
per student

Gym Attire (CLO-13)..............................$100
per student

Outdoor Wear (CLO-14)..........................$100
per student

Casual Wear (CLO-15)..............................$130 
per student

Shoes (CLO-16)......................................$200
per student

* Based on initial clothing inventory listing for each student

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“When we were looking for a place to help 

Andrew it seemed like our only options were 

to either hospitalize him, thus teaching him to  

be a good patient; or place him in some kind

of ‘boot’ camp, which I don’t believe works for

all people. We will always be grateful we 

found your school.”

Karen N., parent of a 16-year-old 

Starr Commonwealth Montcalm School student
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He was a sweet,

gentle boy who was born 

to heroin-addicted parents.

Among his many health

problems was seriously

poor eyesight, a condition

left untreated for years.

When Ralph’s mother 

died of an overdose, he was placed in a variety of 

programs, one worse than the next. When his glasses 

broke, they refused to replace them with “normal” glasses

and instead gave him ugly, goggle-style glasses to wear.  

Then Ralph came to Starr. He was frightened at first 

but eventually Starr’s loving attention, which included 

buying him normal, regular-looking glasses, made 

him feel safe enough to connect with others and 

even make friends. 

Starr Commonwealth heals the mind, body

and spirit. Physical health and wellness are 

addressed 24/7.

H e a l t h

Student Drug Test

On Site (HEA-10)................................. $5 each
Off Site (HEA-11)............................... $15 each

Medication Packaging (HEA-12)................... $25 
per student

First Aid Kits (HEA-13)....................... $50 each 

Medical Supplies

Latex Gloves (HEA-14)....................... $50 / box
Box of Safety Needles (HEA-15)..........$110 each

Staff Vaccinations/Tests

Hepatitis B (HEA-16)...................$120 per staff
TB (HEA-17)...................$230 per staff per year

Psychiatric Services

Michigan (HEA-18).....................$130 per hour
Ohio (HEA-19)............................$130 per hour

Glasses (HEA-20)............................$140 each

Physician Services (HEA-21)............ $150-$190
per student

Orthodontics (HEA-22)..............$1,500-$3,000
per student

Defibrillator (HEA-23)....................$1,800 each

Data Scope (HEA-24).....................$2,500 each

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“I’ve seen the toughest kids you’ve ever

seen be completely turned around when 

they see the difference they’ve made in

someone else’s life.”  

Starr Commonwealth Psychologist
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Ben was a teenage

boy who could do no 

right, at least in his own

eyes. He had Asperger’s

Syndrome which made it

very difficult to connect

with others. He was shy,

quiet and had never had

any friends. “In his previous placement, they did a good 

job of crisis control but there was just no help with the

emotional piece,” says his father. The family knew that 

Ben needed to be able to reach outside himself and connect

with others, particularly those in his own age group. 

They were impressed that Ben received letters from several

Montcalm boys before he even came to the school. 

The bonds that have been created since are real and 

powerful. “When he was home at Christmas he told us

he needed to call one of the boys back at the school 

because he said, ‘Mom, he’ll be missing me.’ Then he 

said he might be on the phone for awhile because all

the other guys would want to talk to him, too.” 

Holidays /  Celebrat ions

Birthday Celebrations (HOL-10)...................$50 
per student

Bus Tickets for home visits (HOL-11).............$50
per student round trip

Holiday Gifts:

Student spending Holiday at home
(HOL-12)..................................$20 per student
Student spending Holiday at Starr
(HOL-13).................................$50 per student

Graduation Celebration Meals (HOL-14).....$150
per student

Thanksgiving Meal (HOL-15).....................$150
per cottage

Holiday Decorations (HOL-16)..................$400
per cottage per year

Visiting Artists Program and Concert Series
Sponsorship (HOL-17)............$2,500 per month

Founder’s Day Guest Speaker Sponsorships
(HOL-18)..................$5,000 partial sponsorship

Campus-wide December Holiday Meal 
(HOL-19)..............................................$6,500

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“I remember talking to a mother about her 

son during a Christmas program on campus.  

The boy had been in and out of trouble and had 

a long history of anger, violence and pain. His 

mother turned to me and said, ‘I can’t believe 

this is the same kid. I can’t believe that’s my boy 

standing on the risers singing Christmas carols.’”

Bette L., Starr Commonwealth volunteer
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To a young boy or girl

at Starr, a special outing

can be more than a reward.

It can be a reminder that

they deserve to have good

things happen to them no

matter what the world – 

or that little inner voice –

has told them. Listen to Jill: “Prior to my stay, I was 

skipping and failing school. In the 8 months I have been

here, I have made the honor roll twice and have attended

school every day. Our counselor took me and the rest 

of the honor roll students to both a Toledo Mud Hens 

baseball game, and also an IMAX movie theatre. 

When I take part in these activities it gives me 

a feeling of success.”

Cultural and educational experiences help our 

children learn about the world and their place in it.

Spending time with the kids is priceless.

Field Tr ips

Bowling (FTR-10).................................... $6.25
per student

Day of Fishing – License (FTR-11).......... $7 each

Roller Skating (FTR-12)................$7 per student

Movie Night – Popcorn and Drink (FTR-13)
............................................$7.50 per student

Sledding / Snow Tubing (FTR-14)..................$10
per student

Zoo Admission (FTR-15).....................$10 each

Ticket to Hockey Game (FTR-16)...........$11 each

Museum Entry Fees (FTR-17)............$12 each

Ticket to Professional Baseball Game (FTR-18)
..................................................... .$15 each 

Symphony Tickets (FTR-19).... .... .... ...$25 each

Trip to the Capitol Building  (FTR-20)..........$125 
per cottage group

Day of Canoeing (FTR-21).........................$175
per cottage group

Outdoor Adventure Education (FTR-22)......$395
per day

Mini-Bus to get the students to events 
and activities (FTR-23)......................... . $38,000

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“Field trips are great for the healing 

process. I don’t think I’ve ever taken a group 

of our kids on an adventure trip where someone

in the group, or even the whole group, didn’t

change in some way.”

Starr Commonwealth Clinician
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After exhausting all

of their options, LeeAnne’s

parents got the verdict 

from their latest therapist. ”

He told us that we should

just resign ourselves to 

the fact that our daughter

would never be well.”

Then they discovered the residential treatment program 

for girls at Starr Commonwealth. LeeAnne and her mother

admit the transition hasn’t been without its difficulties. 

But both agree that the way Starr approached those

difficulties made all the difference. “I saw huge changes

even after just a month,” says her mom. In fact, LeeAnne

was chosen to introduce the annual Founder’s Day 

speaker to an audience of hundreds. “If you’d told me

two months ago that LeeAnne would be standing up to

speak in front of a crowd, I wouldn’t have believed it. 

She’s come so far.” 

Starr’s Community-based programs include:

Day Treatment

Mental Health Programs

Foster Care

Structured Transitional Living

Supervised Independent Living

Residential Treatment Reintegration Services

Family Preservation

Community-Based

Foster Care:

Athletics Participation (CBG-10)
(Athletic Clothing / Equipment /
Participation Fees)
............................................$100 per student

Driver’s Training Course (CBG-11)......... $300
per student

Residence Deposit for Supervised Independent
Living Students (CBG-12)......................... $500

per student

Graduation Costs (CBG-13)
(Cap, Gown, Class Ring, Announcements)
.............................$500 per student annually

Foster Parent Training (CBG-14)..............$2,000
annually

Mental Health:

Emergency Food not subsidized by food banks
(MHG-15)................$100 per family per month

Prescription and physician appointment co-pay
assistance (MHG-16)................$100 per student

Winter Clothing (MHG-17) 
(Coats, Boots, Snow Pants)......$100 per student

Recreational Family Outings (MHG-18)
(Museums /Gym Memberships /Movies)
...............................................$200 per family

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“Starr has been blessed in recent years by 

high-profile celebrity visitors who have inspired 

us with their stories. Difficult childhoods, absent 

or abusive parents, poverty, shame and hope-

lessness – each one of our guests told a tale that

so many of our children at Starr could tell

themselves. It’s like they speak heart to heart.”  

Marty Mitchell, Starr Commonwealth President
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Billy is an 18-year-old

student at Kellogg

Community College in

Battle Creek, Michigan. 

He has a job, pays his 

own rent and is doing

very well in school. In 

fact, Billy isn’t a whole lot 

different from other young college students at KCC and

that’s exactly what makes his story so wonderful. Billy’s

early years were spent mostly in trouble and his home 

situation was difficult at best. At age 14, he came to live 

at Starr Commonwealth where the program’s strength-

based treatment focus began to heal his broken sense 

of self. Eventually, Billy was placed with a Starr foster

family and continued to bloom. Starr Commonwealth 

was able to give Billy a childhood. A Starr college 

scholarship is giving him his future.

Over the years, generous friends have provided 

scholarships for Starr students to attend colleges 

or universities. The amounts and restrictions 

are at the discretion of the donor.

Scholarship support expands Starr’s ability to 

reach families in need.

Scholarships

Montcalm School for Boys Full Tuition
Scholarship (SCH-10)............$7,000 per month

Montcalm School for Boys Outside In Program
Tuition Scholarship (SCH-11)....$8,500 per month

Montcalm School for Girls Full Tuition
Scholarship (SCH-12)............$7,000 per month

Post High School Scholarships (SCH-13)
.............................To be determined by donor

Montcalm Schools Scholarships Endowment:

1/8 Scholarship (SCH-14)........................$3,125
per year

1/4 Scholarship (SCH-15)........................$6,250
per year

1/2 Scholarship (SCH-16)......................$12,500
per year

Named Scholarship (SCH-17)...............$25,000
per year

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“The best part of the job? For me, 

it’s watching a kid who’s been labeled 

‘the bad kid’ all her life begin to see 

herself differently.”

Starr Commonwealth Senior Clinician
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When we talk about  

the Starr family, we’re 

really talking about 

lots of families. And not

just the families we’ve

helped through the years,

but those who have 

helped us.    

Charles Norton of Ann Arbor, Michigan was an educator

and author who was first introduced to Starr by one 

of his students. Norton was intrigued by stories of this

remarkable charity and decided to visit the campus 

himself. What he saw affected him profoundly – so much

so, in fact, he thought about Starr when he came into 

a significant inheritance. 

But Charles Norton had a family, including three 

children who would inherit his estate one day. It’s all 

for one and one for all, he decided. If the family agreed 

to donate the money for a new cottage at Starr, then so 

be it. If not, well then, that would be that. Norton was 

so pleased with his family’s final decision that he made 

a request: the cottage should be named for them all.

Dedicated in 1956, Norton Family Cottage stands as 

a testament to the strength of a generous family – 

a legacy that continues at the Albion campus.

Legacy Gifts

Student Learning Lab for Detroit 
Apartment Building* 
(LEG-0500)........................................$100,000

Battle Creek Office Family and Student
Programs Kitchen Renovation*
(LEG-0501).......................................$150,000

Van Wert Campus Capital Improvements*
(LEG-0502).......................................$150,000

Classroom Addition for Detroit Location*
(LEG-0503).......................................$200,000

Gymnasium for Columbus*
(LEG-0504).....................................$1,500,000

New School Building for Albion*
(LEG-0505).....................................$5,000,000

* Naming opportunities are available

D o n a t e  a n y t i m e a t w w w. s t a r r. o r g

“I don’t even want to think about where I’d

be without Starr. I’m 19-years-old now. Starr has

been there for me since I was 14. This is home.

This is my family. One day I hope to give back

to others like I’ve been given to. It would be 

a great honor to keep the chain going.”

Alex W., Starr Commonwealth student
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