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Interactive Animal Habitat opens on Starr Van Wert campus
VAN WERT, OH – Donors, community members and supporters of Starr Commonwealth’s Van Wert campus were invited to join staff and students Wednesday for an official ribbon cutting for a new interactive animal habitat.
A luncheon in honor of the donors was held in the gymnasium prior to everyone walking out to the new habitat behind Beckmann Hall. At the habitat are two rabbits, two pygmy goats, a miniature pony and a miniature donkey. Coming soon are three baby turkeys.
More than 40 people, businesses and civic groups from the community contributed to this project.
“Our students and staff are grateful for the community showing of support through the giving of their time and gifts to help with this new animal habitat,” said Kelley Jones, Executive Director of Starr Van Wert. “We had a very nice turn out for the ribbon cutting and our students were proud to show off the animals to the people who helped make it all possible.”
The benefits of animal and human interaction are clearly recognized in numerous research studies. Even more clear is the therapeutic benefits of having children and animals together. Many of the students who come to the Starr Van Wert campus bring with them a variety of emotional and behavioral issues such as anger, depression, low self-esteem and difficulties with attachment. 
“Children form bonds and create safe attachments with animals without fearing rejection and abandonment,” Jones said. “Animals have the ability to calm and relax while also providing opportunities to learn about responsibility and compassion.”
Students from Starr Commonwealth and Montcalm School for Girls will host school and community groups to visit the animals. Please call the campus to make arrangements.
Starr Van Wert is located at 15145 Lincoln Highway. Call 419-238-4051 for more information.
Starr Commonwealth is internationally recognized as a leader in transformational programs for children, families, schools and communities. Founded in 1913, Starr’s treatment philosophy is rooted in seeing something good in every child, which serves as the guiding principle in its strength-based approach. Starr offers a full spectrum of community-based early intervention and prevention services along with specialized residential programs. Through the Starr Institute of Training, parents, clinicians, educators and childcare professionals now have access to Starr’s highly successful and innovative techniques aimed at bringing out the best in every child. 

For more information about Starr Commonwealth, please call 800-837-5591 or visit www.starr.org.
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