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Trauma-informed care for military families
The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children to host conference for childhood trauma practitioners
CLINTON TOWNSHIP – The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children (TLC) is hosting its annual Childhood Trauma Practitioner’s Conference at the Macomb Intermediate School District facilities July 13-16.

The four-day summer conference is designed for health and school professionals, many of which come from across the country and Canada to attend. The first day of this year’s event is aimed at addressing the needs of military families and children of deployed parents.
According to William Steele, PsyD, MSW, and Founder and Director of The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children, the children of today’s military families are not the children of past wars. 
“Unlike past wars, parents are deployed multiple times equivalent to as many as three years away from home,” Steele said. “Also consider that the signature injuries of today’s are PTSD and Mild Traumatic Brain Injury (MTBI).  Not only is that parent in and out of their children’s life multiple times, with each deployment bringing greater risk of death but, when he or she finally returns, they may not be the same person.  So yes, the children of today’s military family are far more vulnerable to learning, behavior and emotional challenges than was the case in past wars.”
Military personnel and their families are invited to attend on July 13 for free. Every attendee will receive a complimentary copy of “Talk, Listen, Connect: Deployments, Homecomings, Changes,” a bilingual educational outreach initiative developed by Sesame Street Workshop for military families and their young children. 
The day also includes hearing from a seven-member panel with decades of experience in the military and in working directly with military families. Panelists include: Debra Casolari, Child Life Program Director of Walter Reed Army Medical Center; Retired Brigadier General Don Scott, U.S. Army veteran with two tours in Vietnam; Margaret Dellio Storey, Retired U.S. Army Major and mother; Christopher Sullins, Military and Family Life Consultant with Joint Family Support and Assistance Program in Michigan; Maryann Williams, Teacher and Counselor employed by Department of Defense; and Josephine Zutell, Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist from Arizona.

After a break for lunch, attendees will then hear from Drs. Cathy Malchiodi and William Steele as they present strategies for helping children of deployed parents share their feelings and tell their stories. Stories of military children and adolescents will be shared, and participants will be invited to take part in activities aimed at helping bring these stories to the surface.

William Steele, PsyD, MSW is the Founder and Director of The National Institute for Trauma and Loss in Children, established in 1990 and Senior Vice President of Training for Starr Commonwealth. Dr. Steele has developed, published and produced numerous books, articles, trauma-specific intervention programs and resource materials, in addition to having trained more than 40,000 professionals. After the Gulf War he was one of the first Americans selected by the Kuwait government to provide trauma intervention training for their newly formed mental health staff. Whether in the aftermath of the bombing of the Federal Building in Oklahoma, the tragedy of 9/11, the ravages of the tsunami, the devastation of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, or the critical incidents that occur in schools and communities, Dr. Steele’s programs and resources are helping thousands of children, families and professionals every day.

Cathy Malchiodi, PhD, LPCC, CPAT has published numerous books, chapters, and articles in the field of art therapy as well as trained counselors, therapists, and teachers throughout the United States, Canada, Asia, and Europe. She has been presented with a number of awards for her clinical contributions to children, adults, and families, including a Presidential Award. Her “hands-on” workshops teach practical and valuable interventions to use with children of all ages. She is currently the Editor of the TLC Blog, Trauma and Children, founder of International Art Therapy Organization (IATO), is on the faculty of Lesley University, and writes The Healing Arts Blog for “Psychology Today.”
Presenters and panelists are available for interview and media are invited to attend the conference, especially on July 13. Please confirm your interest to attend or preview the event with Dana Jacob, Communications Director, at 800-837-5591, ext. 2312 or jacobd@starr.org.

BREAKOUT MATERIALS

WHAT: Supporting Children of Deployed Parents, a Childhood Trauma Practitioners Conference

WHEN: 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. July 13-16; July 13 is free for military personnel and their families
WHERE: Macomb ISD Education Center, Clinton Township

REGISTER: Call 313-885-0390

INFORMATION: www.starrtraining.org/tlc

