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Students catching up and getting ahead this summer
Starr Battle Creek’s Credit Recovery & Enhancement Programs now enrolling

BATTLE CREEK, MI – When a student is motivated to succeed academically, he or she needs as much support as possible.

Fortunately, Starr Battle Creek is now offering a Credit Recovery and Enhancement Program for students who wish to regain credits they may need or for those who wish to earn credits not available in their school district. 

Using the NovaNet comprehensive online courseware system, area high school students can conveniently recover credits they may need to graduate. NovaNet offers the entire core high school curriculum, and in some cases is able to offer courses not available in local high schools. The online courseware system also can be used by students wishing to prepare for the ACT, SAT and GED tests.

The program, previously offered by The Advocates, if offered Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. during the summer from the St. Philip Catholic Church Tiger Room at 30 E. Van Buren St. The program also is offered during the school year and is open later to accommodate students after school.

For A.J. Kimmerly of Battle Creek, the Credit Recovery program helped him to graduate on time with his class. He walked in the Gull Lake High School graduation ceremony on June 8, 2010, but with the stipulation that he had some credits to complete through NovaNet.

Since his sophomore year of high school, A.J. has been working on health, math, history, biology and English courses through the Credit Recovery program. 

“If it wasn’t for NovaNet, I would’ve been four credits behind and unable to graduate,” he said.

Because the courseware is completed online, you must be self-motivated and independent, he said. 

“It’s really up to you. If you really want to graduate, you’ll do it,” AJ said. “I learn better on my own. Online, it’s all independent and you learn at your own pace. You can go back and review. You don’t feel pressure with it, you can’t fail out of it and you really can’t get kicked out of NovaNet.”

Also aiding in the instruction is Zachary Flora, Youth Specialist with Starr Battle Creek. Staff provide guidance and leadership as needed so that students feel supported as they undergo this alternative instruction.

Gail Losey, mother of a recent program participant, said it was the nature of the program and support of the staff that made graduation a reality for her daughter.

“She graduated on time and with her class,” Gail said. “We weren’t sure that was possible, all pending one class. I don’t know what we would’ve done.”

“Plus, she really liked the staff and connected well with him (Zach). She never gave me a hard time about going to class and always came out with a smile.”

Enrollment is now being accepted for summer courses. The cost is $89 per half credit hour. To learn more, please call 968-0624.

Starr Commonwealth is internationally recognized as a leader in transformational programs for children, families, schools and communities. Founded in 1913, Starr’s treatment philosophy is rooted in seeing something good in every child, which serves as the guiding principle in its strength-based approach. Starr offers a full spectrum of community-based early intervention and prevention services along with specialized residential programs. Through the Starr Institute of Training, parents, clinicians, educators and childcare professionals now have access to Starr’s highly successful and innovative techniques aimed at bringing out the best in every child. Starr Battle Creek is at 155 Garfield Ave.

For more information about Starr Commonwealth, please call 800-837-5591 or visit www.starr.org.
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CAPTION: A.J. Kimmerly, 18, of Battle Creek uses the NovaNet online courseware available through Starr Battle Creek’s Credit Recovery & Enhancement program to complete credits needed for high school graduation.
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