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Martin L. Mitchell, Ed.D.
President/CEO

Foster youth are among the most vulnerable members of society,
and those who demonstrate resiliency likely are those who also cite
supportive relationships with caring adults.

Our Founder’s Day celebration this year featured actress, author and foster youth
advocate Victoria Rowell, who exhibited how having mentors in her childhood
helped her overcome the odds.

What Ms. Rowell communicated to Starr Commonwealth staff and students was
how powerful respectful alliances can be between youth and adults. As noted
in Starr’s most recent book, “Deep Brain Learning,” children benefit from strong
positive attachments to adults and peers.

Just look at how Sam, the student from Montcalm School for Girls featured in
this issue, credits the staff for helping her understand healthy attachments.

But these relationships can be difficult for youth who have, like so many
foster children, experienced trauma. And they’re not alone.

Many of the youth we serve have experienced trauma as children. It’s
our goal to help meet their universal needs of attachment, achievement,
autonomy and altruism, in order to create pathways toward resiliency
and fulfill their boundless potential.

Like so many young people today, those pathways weren’t paved
for Ms. Rowell in a traditional manner. She understood who her
mentors were and continues to recognize how each of them influenced
her life. She experienced her own sense of family, much like the
environments created through Starr’s strength-based philosophy
and caring staff.

During the Founder’s Day program, Ms. Rowell greeted the
crowd by saying, “When you walk into a room like this,
you get the sense you are breaking bread with family.”

We hope the youth and families Starr serves
today and in the future experience that
same feeling.

Macke, L Wdebeld

Martin L. Mitchell, Ed.D., President/CEO
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A Familial Experience

One by one she greeted each of the students sitting around the table
and asked them what their aspirations are.

Finish high school. Graduate from college. Be an athlete. Be a realtor.
Become a model. Open my own clinical practice.

She listened genuinely and with intent before giving each individual youth her own pointed advice.
Having spent 18 years in foster care, Victoria Rowell has walked in their shoes, shared in their
sadness and rejoiced in their successes.

Rowell — a dancer, television and film actress and author — celebrated Starr Commonwealth’s 96th
anniversary on October 4, 2009, by joining the organization for its Founder’s Day celebration in Albion,
Michigan. Rowell is not only a foster care advocate but also the creator of Rowell Foster Children’s
Positive Plan, an arts and athletic-based foster child enrichment plan.

L4 | Starr News



While at Starr, Rowell toured campus and met staff, friends, supporters of the organization, alumni and
youth currently in Starr programs. The day also included a luncheon with a group of youth from foster care.

“] was given the opportunity to meet about 20 of the youth, and we got to dialogue about what it’s like
to be here versus not being given this circumstance,” Rowell said. “And that there are no accidents.
You’re here for a purpose and it’s more than what will be revealed.”

While speaking with each of the youth, Rowell gave tips and cautionary tales, but stressed the importance
of securing relationships with people who contribute in positive ways.

“Who are your mentors?” Rowell asked one young man. He responded by saying he didn’t have any,
and the actress quickly refuted that claim.

“Who gets on your nerves the most? Who is constantly bugging you about stuff? There’s that one person
who is always looking after you whether you realize it or not. Those people are your mentors.”

In her best-selling novel, “The Women Who Raised Me,” Rowell pays homage to the matriarchs and
mentors who helped her become the successful celebrity and children’s advocate she is today. Prior to
her speech, Rowell also showed a video she produced called “The Mentor” in which she recognizes each
of these women through the values and guidance they instilled in her and how they shaped her life.

“It’s the same story but a different script with all of us,” she told the Founder’s Day crowd. “We want
to be loved. We’re all teachable. We all want the ballast of permanency in a familial structure. We’ve all
got those core needs and desires.”

Starr Commonwealth President & CEO Dr. Martin L. Mitchell previously saw Rowell speak and knew
it was important to bring her to Starr.

“On a daily basis, our staff does
what she experienced with the

“we all Want the ; : : women who raised her,” Mitchell
ballast of permanency

said. “They provide love and
knowledge in a caring environ-
in a familial structure.” X ment, in a place where these

— Victoria Rowell young people can capitalize on
their strengths. They are mentors.”

Founder’s Day is celebrated annually on the first Sunday of October to recognize the day that founder
Floyd Starr and 13 boys moved into Gladsome Cottage, his first residence. Despite chilly, rainy weather,
the event attracted nearly 1,000 students, alumni, families, staff, trustees, supporters and other guests
to campus. The program also included a performance by the All Starr Choir and a book-signing by
Rowell immediately following her speech.

Rowell also was presented with the Starr Commonwealth Child Advocacy Award, an honor bestowed
previously to child champions such as Mayor Dennis Archer, Wendy’s founder Dave Thomas,
educator Edward James Olmos and humanitarian Muhammad Ali.

“We were so blessed to have Victoria Rowell here,” Mitchell said. “Her message is one that our students
can certainly relate to and that our staff can be inspired by. Someone once saw the potential in her as
a child, and it is our job to find and foster the strengths in all the youth we serve.”

Starr News | §



Ciera sat quietly and patiently next to the celebrity
and waited her turn. Victoria Rowell was speaking

Behind with each person around the table individually,
and Ciera would be last.
the She didn’t mind. It gave her the opportunity to hear the stories

of youth similar to her. To understand and empathize. Ciera,
Scenes 19, is a youth in Starr's Supervised Independent Living (SIL)
program in Detroit.

For young adults who lack support of their biological parents,
Starr’s SIL program provides them with the support to pay rent
and complete life skills training which includes learning to manage a budget, grocery shop, pay bills,
get a driver’s license and register to vote, among many other things.
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Ciera
introduced
Sspeaker
Victoria
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When the conversation made it to her, Ms. Rowell asked Ciera what were her goals?

The young lady seemed shy and a bit timid at first, but that quickly evaporated. She explained that
she is currently attending Henry Ford Community College to pursue a degree in nursing. She also wants
to return to Michigan State University where she began her college career.

“I have experience working as a Certified Nurses Assistant (CNA),” Ciera said. “I like helping people.”

Steve Gillespie, SIL Treatment Counselor, said that's true, and that Ciera is a very polite, well-spoken
young lady. For those reasons, she was chosen to introduce Ms. Rowell during the Founder’s Day program.

“I enjoyed having lunch with her and the other students,” Ciera said. “Introducing her was an honor.
She inspired me in so many ways and motivated me.”

Mr. Gillespie said Ciera is committed to returning to MSU and they have worked together to complete
the application for a Starr scholarship.

“Next year | hope to be back at Founder’s Day,” she said. “This time as a scholarship recipient.”
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Write these kids off in 2010.

Make a generous donation today and get
a nice deduction next April. You'll also make
a big difference in the lives of area youth.

Donate online at starr.org. E\()’,\.

STARR
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Students of Starr Columbus, formerly the Hannah Neil Center, participated in a six-week Hannah Neil Music
Workshop Series focused on Songwriting and Music Technology. For those interested, the Music Workshop
provided them an opportunity to further their experience, education, and work within the music industry.

According to Damon Burks, Unit Coordinator at the Columbus campus, "The young men utilized a lot of their
talents in a positive manner. The Workshop was educational and taught them skills beyond singing. | was
so happy to see these guys making demos, writing songs, learning about the broader music industry and
career options. It really was a great experience for them."

y \‘ Sponsored by the Hannah
ﬁ <o Neil Center Key Club, the
The Starr COlumbUS y Music Workshc)J/p was led
M USiC Workshop 1 by Chris Rayis, sophomore
at Belmont University.
is a number one hit. b A Y

encouraged to show their

creative sides through
hands-on experimentation and creation, but also learned the history of song, profiles of great songwriters,
chord structure, reading sheet music and all different music styles.

“Offering a program "It has been a long time since | have seen the guys get so excited
and engaged in something. | saw them smiling and laughing, they were
where the guys can use happy and excited about drawing something out of themselves they
music as a therapeutic never knew was there or simply didn't know how to bring to the surface.

outlet is so important. Thls.prograrn was therapeutic, offering
confidence in oneself and hope of a

Many of the young men  ¢,re 1o come," said Natalie Coles,

now know that some- Ohio Director of Development.
thing they only dreamed gy the end of the program, students
about can be a reality were expected to complete either

three written songs or two original
beats and one original sequence.
the world!” Each participant received
Mr. Shawn Hertzfeld, Assistant a recorded version
Director Residential Services of his work on a

compact disc.
A Musical Showcase was held on August 19
for the staff and students of Starr Columbus,
providing a live performance of the
students’ hard work.

for them. That means

“The music workshop was a great experi-
ence,” said Devonte, a youth at Starr
Columbus. “I learned so many things about
music that | didn’t know before. During the
music workshop, even though | had my own
issues, | felt relaxed and calm. | never thought
music could be so appeasing until the workshop.
Mr. Rayis was a magnificent instructor.” Devonte, Starr Columbus student
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A long journey OUTSIDE

IN: -

Jeffrey arrived at Montcalm School for Boys in Albion,
Michigan on October 1, 2003.

“When [ first entered the program, | was a scared little boy. | did
not know the damage my behavior was causing,” Jeffrey said during
his speech upon graduating from the program on August 9, 2009.

MEETING THE NEEDS OF CHILDREN WiTH
He spent nearly six years in the program, learning, evolving and Q‘ﬂl;{?ngm: (D;II:E:::I:I.I:rln':r(:nl:‘i:tl::latt
growing into an intelligent, caring, independent man who now lives
in Austin, Texas, and is attending College Living Experience (CLE),

a program for students with special needs.

Dana Richards, Robert Shumaker and Dana Jacob

NEW “OQUTSIDE IN"
WHITEPAPER

A team from Starr Commonwealth and
Montcalm Schools has authored a new
whitepaper for parents trying to under-
stand Autism Spectrum Disorders, and
how treatment options are available
through Montcalm’s Outside In program.

“From the Outside In: Meeting the
Needs of Children with Autistic
Spectrum Disorders” is a free booklet
available to families of youth with
Spectrum Disorders and for profes-
sionals who work with youth with
autism, Asperger’s and other Pervasive
Developmental Disorders.

The information consists of research
from Dr. James Longhurst, Senior Vice
- President of Clinical and Psycholo-
Patti Hiatt with Jeffrey after his June, 2008 gical Services at Starr and Director of
high school graduation ceremony Montcalm Schools, insight and guidance
from Dr. Pamela Lemerand, Director
of the Autism Collaborative Center at
Eastern Michigan University, as well as
decades of experience from Patti Hiatt,

“Today, | stand before you a man who clearly knows the difference
between right and wrong as well as helping and hurting,” he said.

The staff and many of the students who had gotten to know Jeffrey Dana Richards and Robert Shumaker,
so well over the years, were proud of him for transitioning to CLE, all of whom work closely with students
but sad to see him go. with developmental disabilities.
“Jeffrey still maintains contact with some of the staff and students For a free copy of the booklet,
here,” said Jenna Copenhaver, Senior Structured Transitional please call 800.837.5591, ext. 2312,
Living Clinician. continued on page 17 or visit www.starr.org/publications

to download the file.
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Albion Evening Recorder, September 8, 1938 —
“...Miss Ruth E. Martin of Alton, lllinois, is a new
member of the faculty this year and will teach Music
and English. Miss Martin will also have charge

of religious services at the school.”

N T
Ruth Martlnf &
on right

r..
™
y |
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Choir Trip, 1939 Ruth Martin, 1939
Thus was announced the addition of a young woman
from Illinois who began her teaching career at Starr
Commonwealth. Ruth Martin was 19-years-old and
had two years of college education when she received
a job offer from Mr. Starr to teach at his Common-
wealth for Boys for the fall of 1938. After having
recently reconnected with Starr Commonwealth
through our new Facebook page, Ruth Martin Parks
was kind enough to share her story with me over

the phone from Illinois.

“l was at Starr Commonwealth from 1938 to 1941.

| was hired to teach music, lead the choir and organize
the religious services. At that time we were having
services in the gym, on the second floor of Webster
Hall. Mr. Starr was a very active leader and he
would give me the topic for his message for Sunday,
and I would get hymns and additional scripture
readings to go along with it.

rzom monwealthalia

by Amy Reimann, Director of Archives and Alumni Affairs

il

All the teachers in 1938 were men except me, and we
all lived on campus in various apartments. Mr. Cleo
Kelly was the principal. | lived on the second floor of
Hillside and took my meals with Newton Hall. We were
vegetarian at that time and ate a lot of peanut butter.

Ruth Martin .
second from left |

oo i
P

Starr faculty, 1941

| think there was peanut butter at every meal. Some-
times the food was a little strange. | remember someone
meeting me coming down the hill from Newton Hall

as | was going up to take my evening meal, shaking his
head and saying, ‘Hominy grits and tomato sauce.’

| decided to eat in my room that night, for sure.

After leaving Starr, | went back to Illinois Wesleyan
and took my last two years of school. | also worked at
Fort Custer during World War 11 with the service club.
We would organize the USO girls who came to enter-
tain and run other services out of the base. I taught
music in Illinois and eventually married and had a family.
I have never forgotten those early years at Starr.”

We are thankful to Ruth for sharing her memories.
Photographs, articles and memorabilia of this time
period are found in the scrapbooks of teacher Wendell
Haner, student Charles Lind and housemother
Gertrude Houston.

If you have questions or comments about any Starr historical topics,
please contact Amy Reimann, Director of Archives and Alumni Affairs at 800.837.5591.
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Each of us is born into different biological families.

Some families function very well, others don’t. Regardless of how a family
may function, every family gives its members a name and ethnicity, and
instills in varying degrees in each member values, traditions, spirituality
and a sense of love and belonging.

However, as we live our lives we often become disconnected from our
families, not only physically but from many of the ideas and feelings which Chaplain Kenneth T. Ponds
they instilled within us that help keep us grounded. We become orphans and

at-risk children ourselves separated from our families and family members.

During Starr Commonwealth’s recent Founder’s Day celebration, we were privileged to hear

a wonderful story of disconnection from family and reconnection into family. The story was shared
by Ms. Victoria Rowell, actress, dancer and advocate for children extraordinaire. She spoke of being
disconnected from her family at birth, but being reconnected to family through a series of wonderful
women who welcomed her into their homes, lives and hearts — her foster Moms.

Having been disconnected from her family
of origin, Ms. Rowell entered the foster care
system where she was nurtured, challenged,
given values, traditions, spirituality, a sense
of belonging and perhaps most important
of all - love. She became connected to a family
even larger than her birth family.

Throughout the years, beginning with Floyd
Victoria graciously met many of the Starr family, young and old Starr and maintained by those who have followed
him, Starr Commonwealth has sought to be
“family” for every young person Starr has been privileged to work with. A larger family, in which they
are nurtured, challenged, given values to sustain them throughout life, connected to others,

and most important — given love. Floyd Starr’s idea was based on the example set by his parents

of what family is, and on his faith in God who, out of love, invites all to be part of a larger family
who live out God’s love in their lives.

Watch your gift grow. Do you work for a company that offers a matching gifts program?
Or, are you retired from a matching gifts company? If so, you could double — maybe even triple —
your gifts to Starr Commonwealth children simply by letting us know. Just ask your
employer or former employer to provide you with the paperwork you need.

Fill it out and send it to Attention: Development Office, Starr Commonwealth,
13725 Starr Commonwealth Road, Albion, Ml 49224-9910

Thank you for caring!

Syt aliing Neeew's | 1,1



There's one with your name on it.

Here's the perfect opportunity to honor a loved one, your family or your marriage
and tell the world of your support for Starr Commonwealth. When you reserve a
commemorative brick, bench or picnic table, you get to choose the Starr campus -
Albion, Columbus or Van Wert - where you'd
like it displayed. You also get to choose the
message you'd like engraved, and your tax-
deductible charitable contribution will help
our campuses remain beautiful, comfortable
and easily accessible for all.

Take a minute now to
order form and own a pie

Please return the form below along with payment to:
Starr Commonwealth, 13725 Starr Commonwealth Rodd,
Albion, MI 49224

Official Order Form

Designate a Campus:

__ Albion Campus ___ Columbus Campus ___Van Wert Campus

STARR

COMMONWEALTH

DMr.&I\/\rs. DMr. DMrs. DMS. DI\/\iss

Your Name Daytime Phone e-mail

Address City State Zip

Designation: __ Memorial ~ ___ Honor ___ Chapel __ Employee __ Alumni

_ 4"x 8" Bricks (1 to 3 lines) at $100/each Here's the text for my engraving. Up to 15 characters per line including spaces

and punctuation. Use “&" for “and” to save space.

_ 8"x 8" Bricks (1 to 6 lines) at $200/each

___ Benchat$2000/each =
(1-4 lines; 25 spaces)
__ Picnic Table at $1500/each =
(1-4 lines; 25 spaces)
Total Donation
Please bill my

__VISA ___ MC __ AMEX __ Checkenclosed

Card #

Expiration Date



Designated a home away from home for visiting parents,
Koby Cottage is a gift from thankful parents in recognition
of the great results achieved for their son after treatment
at Starr Commonwealth.

Koby Cottage is now open for parents to reconnect with
their children in treatment, while nestled in the beautiful,
secluded setting of Montcalm Lake on the Albion campus.
Parent involvement in treatment is critical, making it essential to provide the family a private,
supportive environment to spend quality time.

Experience this architectural showcase, a first in green modular construction, while enjoying

the convenience of staying on campus, within walking distance of your child’s cottage and activities.
With two bedrooms, two baths, a kitchen and living room all centered around the dining room
table, Koby Cottage offers the standard modern-day amenities in addition to the breath-taking
views of Montcalm Lake.

Therapeutic services and recreational activities are available for families staying at Koby Cottage.
Families may choose from these fee-hbased options: Conflict Cycle Training, Service Learning
Projects, Outdoor Adventure Education and Family Relationship Dynamics.

To cover the cleaning and maintenance of Kobhy Cottage, there is a per night charge.
Inquire more about this unique, one-of-a-kind home by calling 517.630.2401 today.

Additional funding was provided through generous gifts from the Maurice H. Sobell Trust
and the Glenn M. Williams Trust.
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According to staff at Montcalm School for Girls, the Samantha
you meet today is much different from the Samantha you might RI S I NG
have encountered earlier this year.
Samantha, or “Sam” as she is known, is a 15-year-old from S I ARRS
Cincinnati, Ohio who graduated on October 23, 2009 from Montcalm
School for Girls in Van Wert, Ohio. Prior to her graduation from the
program, Sam took a minute to talk about her success at Montcalm.

After completing a 90-day placement at a wilderness program in
North Carolina, Sam had a brief two-day visit with family before
arriving in Van Wert.

“l loved being at Wilderness,” Sam said. “It was one of the best
times of my life. It was kind of like a vacation, though, and | really
didn’t address my issues, just avoided them.”

Sam said her parents learned about the Montcalm program through
the Internet and appreciated that it was close to home.

“They liked how it felt really home-like and really welcoming,”
Sam said, adding that she agrees. “l was kind of scared going to

Montcalm, but | loved it right away. | thought I’d just be another
student, another number, but it’s not like that. People care.” SAMANTHA
Those caring people Sam refers to are the peers and staff she met during her seven-month stay.

“I will really miss all the people,” she said. “It really kind of feels like home. | know everyone here
and it might be hard to not have the structure, but it’s really about the family feel. | have never
had relationships with anyone like this before.”

Dani Duncan, Activities Coordinator for Montcalm School for Girls, also credits the program for
strengthening Sam’s bonds with her family and in her decisions about other relationships.

“From the day Sam got here, she had a huge problem with knowing what was healthy and what
wasn’t in relationships,” Duncan said. “Now she knows what healthy boundaries are. Her relationship
with her parents used to be superficial and unhealthy but now she is open and honest with them.”

Returning to Cincinnati, Sam plans to attend a private school and prepare for college.

“| feel really prepared to go home. I’'m really confident. | got my mind straight, and I’'ve made goals
I want to reach. | want to go to college for music, and | want to work with special ed students.
It’s always been a goal of mine, but | kind of forgot about it until being here. Being at Montcalm
just kind of grounded me and put me where | needed to be - back in a good frame of mind.”

We guard your privacy. starr Commonwealth does not sell or trade donor contact information.
We do recognize and celebrate our donors’ contributions by using their names in various publications.

If you would like your gift to remain anonymous, please let us know. If you have any questions or concerns
please contact the Development Office at 800.837.5591, ext. 2436 or info@starr.org.
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Andrew Freemire of Battle Creek, Michigan became
a friend of Starr Commonwealth through the introduction

of a mutual friend, Charlie Robertson, CEO of Arts &Industry
Council of Calhoun County.

Once Robertson saw Koby Cottage, she immediately thought
that Andrew Freemire should become involved in helping Starr
with the finishing details of Koby Cottage, a unique, modern
building now available to families of Starr and Montcalm youth.

“As always, | approach any and all new works with the patrons’ needs in mind,” said Freemire,
an accomplished multi-medium artist of national notoriety.

“Upon touring the Starr Commonwealth campus and experiencing Koby Cottage, | was surprised and excited
to see this stunning structure, and that it is so filled with a sense of sanctuary, light and stability.”

Freemire since has presented several models of proposed stainless sculptures for Koby Cottage’s exterior,
as well as some ideas for paintings for the interior. His inspiration came from seeing the cottage in August,
from which there was a view of the tranquil Montcalm Lake, the wooded backdrop across the lake

and a late-summer sun beginning to set.

He also was inspired by the poem etched into Koby Cottage’s entrance, written by the father of the
young man for whom the cottage is named.

“It is essential to note that after reading the quote etched on Koby Cottage’s entrance window,
and experiencing the fresh, unencumbered interior of said environment,” said Freemire, “that each of the
proposed works of art, sculptures and paintings evolved swiftly and evokes a sense of welcome to parents
and their child, hopefully bringing a natural sense of peace, light and a positive future.”

In early October, Freemire arrived at Koby Cottage and installed “Montcalm August 2009,” an original
oil on canvas inspired by the lush flora colors found in the environment that surrounds the cottage.

“The painting is full of life and activity,” said Freemire, as he and friends worked to install the donated
6-foot by 1-foot horizontal painting above the bed in the parents’ room of the cottage.

“Andrew Freemire’s vision for art in and around Koby Cottage matches not just the environment in which
Koby Cottage rests, but the sometimes chaotic, sometimes peaceful environments that many of the youth
and families we serve are experiencing,” said Simon Bisson, Executive Vice President and Chief Development
Officer. “His art is a welcome addition to this beautiful new feature on the Starr Albion campus, and we
hope families who stay at Koby enjoy how the art adds to the experience.”

For more information on how to create a named endowment or give to Starr through other means,
please call our Development Office at 800.837.5591 or visit www.starr.org.
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ALUMNI AWARDED
SCHOLARSHIPS

Every year thoughtful friends
and supporters of Starr
Commonwealth contribute funds
to help our alumni continue
their educational endeavors.

This year, more than $200,000 was
awarded to 46 former Starr Common-

wealth and Montcalm School students for the 2009-2010 academic year. Alumni who could attend were

presented with their scholarships during
Starr Commonwealth’s annual Founder’s
Day on Sunday, October 4, 2009.

Presenting the scholarships were Chuck
Jackson, Executive Vice President and
Chief Program Officer, and Herman McCall,
Executive Vice President and Chief Human
Resources Officer. Also in attendance and
assisting with the presentation were State
Representative Jase Bolger (R-Marshall)
and State Representative Kate Segal
(D-Battle Creek).

Awards were given to students who
currently attend local schools such as

something 2
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Kellogg, Lansing and Henry Ford Community Colleges, as well as colleges from around the country, including
the University of Denver, Florida Gulf Coast University, Indiana University, DePaul University and more.

Funding for the scholarships is made possible through 20 named scholarship funds established
at Starr Commonwealth. Students are able to use the funds to help offset the costs of their tuition

and any supplies needed relevant to their course of study.

Listed below are the named scholarship funds and the students each fund is helping this year.

Christian & Emma Breisch Scholarship
Ahmanda Lee (BC Foster Care) — Coppin State University
Kandace Quilter (Detroit — SIL) — Baker College-Allen Park

Collins Carter Scholarship
Kurt Tech (Montcalm School for Boys) — Albion College

Mildred J. Carter Scholarship

Martin Norfleet (Van Wert) — Art Institute of Ohio-Cincinnati
Aimee O’Brien (Montcalm School for Girls) — University of Denver
Andrew Romanowski (Montcalm School for Boys) —

Montgomery Community College

Miriam & Samuel Crowder Memorial Scholarship
Nina Livingston (Montcalm School for Girls) — Indiana University
lan Stover (Montcalm School for Boys) — Everett Community College

Starr News

John D. & Ruth Gillman Scholarship
Jeff Malone (BC Foster Care) —
Jackson Community College

Jeremy Forster (Montcalm School for Boys) —

Kellogg Community College

Floyd Kent Scholarship
Michael Woloszyk (Albion Residential) —
Macomb Community College

Thomas Metz Kent Scholarship
Jacquell Ashton (Columbus Foster Care) —
Central State University

Thomas T. Lloyd Scholarship

Donald Maxwell (Montcalm School for Boys) —

Kellogg Community College
Ali Runyan (Montcalm School for Boys) —
Florida Gulf Coast University



A Long Journey continued

“He sends updates by emails and
calls. For some of these guys, this
is really building true relationships.
They don’t have the experiences in
the past of having true, long-lasting
friendships.”

While on campus, Jeffrey graduated
from high school, earned college
credits from a nearby community
college and worked part-time at a local
bowling alley. None of this would’ve
been possible six years ago.

“He really had a hard time gaining peer
acceptance, which led to issues with
honesty and lying,” Ms. Copenhaver
said. “Jeffrey was a

fantastic storyteller.” 2”«

“He also struggled with | STARR

what it takes to be a good [ COMMONWEALT™
friend. He wanted to be CHANGING
treated well so when he LIVES
felt like he wasn’t, he felt

justified in treating others poorly.”

Through the skilled guidance of
Montcalm’s clinical staff and the peer
group empowerment model employed
here, Jeffrey began building on his
self-confidence, gained and main-
tained peer relationships, improved
his relationship with his father and
developed his life skills.

“We continued to provide him several
different opportunities to enhance
life skills,” Ms. Copenhaver said. “He
was in charge of his own medication,
responsible for his daily scheduling,
held a job with the bowling alley,
did chores, and cooked and prepared
his own meals.”

Back in Austin, Jeffrey said those
skills are helping him meet new people
and become more independent every
day. But it isn’t always easy. “He
calls back when he needs support,”
Ms. Copenhaver said. “Several staff
members got a call once, asking for
advice. He knows he can trust us.”
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HONOR GIFTS are thoughtful ways to
remember a special person and/or a
special occasion, such as a new birth,
birthday, anniversary, graduation,
Mother’s Day or Father’s Day, while also
helping Starr children. When sending
an honor gift, please provide the
address of the honoree. We will send an acknowledgement card to let them know of your thoughtfulness,
but we won’t mention the gift amount. You may call in your honor gift for faster acknowledgement

at: 800.837.5591. Honor gifts also may be made online at: www.starr.org.

SPECIAL REMEMBRANCES
Honor and Memorial Gifts

MEMORIAL GIFTS offer an enduring tribute to the memory of a friend or loved one, while extending

a helping hand to the children of Starr Commonwealth. When sending a memorial gift, please provide
the address of a family member of the deceased to whom we can send an acknowledgement card.

We will let them know of your thoughtfulness, but won’t mention the gift amount. You may call in your

memorial gift for faster acknowledgement at: 800.837.5591. Memorial donations also may be made

online at: www.starr.org.

Here is a listing of Honor and Memorial gifts received from 6/05/2009 To 10/08/2009. Givers are listed
below the name of the person in whose memory or honor they contributed. Gifts not listed here
will appear in a future issue of Starr News.

If we missed your name or an error has occurred with your listing, please forgive us
and contact us so we may correct it in the next issue.

IN HONOR OF:

ELIZABETH N. ADAMS

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Adams
HANK AUDRITSH

Mr. Calvin W. Kalte
TESSA BOLON

Mr. Robert L. Combs
STEVE CARTER

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Jacob & Payton
MICHAEL CLARK

Mr. and Mrs. Glenn G. Schuster
WILLIAM AND MARY EARLE

Halderman Real Estate Services, Inc.
DAVID AND KATHY FALKNER

Mrs. Yvonne Falkner
MATTHEW R. FARLEY

Ms. Nancy Farley
BERT C. FOOTE

Mrs. Carmen Foote
JOSEPH T. HEPP

Dr. and Mrs. Arlin E. Ness
MARY HEPP

Dr. and Mrs. Arlin E. Ness
JEREMY KIRCH

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Kirch
KYLE KIRCH

Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Kirch
MAREN KYLA KUBAN

Mrs. Caelan K. Kuban
LUSCIA POPPY KUBAN

Mrs. Caelan K. Kuban
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JACK LAUFF

Dr. George H. Lauff
BETHAMI MOORE

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Moore
EUGENE A. MOORE
Wasserman Family Foundation
WILLIAM C. RANDS III

Ms. J. Kay Felt
WES RICE

Mrs. Winifred Crawford & son Bill
IRIS SHAW

Dr. and Mrs. Brian Shaw
WILLIAM STEELE

Mr. Jacqueline Tarnow
RYAN SWANSON

Mr. and Mrs. Gunnar Lindahl
C-STARR TEAM VAN WERT

Mr. and Mrs. L. Alan Whaley
2009 MONTCALM SCHOOL GRADUATES

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Kolassa
STARR COMMONWEALTH

DEVELOPMENT TEAM

Mr. Mark A. Zarbailov
STARR COMMONWEALTH

Mr. and Mrs. Walter K. Geist

IN MEMORY OF:

FRANCES ILENE ATHA

Mr. Jim S. Atha, Sr.

BRAVE BART

Mr. and Mrs. William C. Rands Il1
JOHN BASSO

Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, P. C.

HELEN BERRY

Mrs. Walter Fisher
JOYCE G. BIRD

Rev. Geary F. Bird & Family
ALEX BLACK

Dr. and Mrs. Alfred L. Britt

Mrs. Ada Mead
WANDA RODERICK BOLTON

Dr. Carin Ness Grzelak
JAMES BONNER

Mrs. Caelan K. Kuban
IRMA BRADLEY

Mrs. Doris M. Bradley
TOM CADWALLADER

Ms. Jane Cadwallader
LESLIE CHILSON

Ms. Roselle C. Havens
JANET O. CRUSE

Mr. John H. Cruse
MAURICE DAVIS

Mrs. Rebecca Davis
JUSTINA DEIGHTON

Dr. George H. Lauff
VIRGINIA DEMOREST

Ms. Elsie Williamson
MARTHA DEWEY

Mr. Charles E. Dewey, Jr.
HEINRICH AND MARTHA DIENER

Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Dasse
CAROLYN E. DONAHUE

Mr. Glen R. Donahue
SUSAN V. FOOTE

Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell



DR. WILLIAM B GEORGE ANOUSH PAPELIAN HENRY SOLYS

Prof. Richard L. Pinkerton Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, P. C. Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, P. C.
LOIS FERN GREENAMYER BROOKE LYNN PETERS VICTOR O. SPADE
Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell Mr. and Mrs. Harley Dodge & Family Dr. and Mrs. Herman J. McCall
Mr. and Mrs. Max Mitchell Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell & Family Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell
LETHA HARMAN Ms. Elsie Williamson ELTA STARR
Mr. Millard Harman, Jr. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Williamson Mrs. Sylvia S. Richey
ROY AND MARGARET L. HILL CRAIG E. PETERS AUDREE B. STYLES
Drs. Richard W. and Susan Hill Mrs. Nancy Peters Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M. Booth
LEO J. HOOGERHYDE PETER N. PETERSON WILLIAM E. SYKES
Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell Mr. Paul E. P. Carlson Mrs. Elinor L. Sykes
HAROLD AND MARY HURDLEY DOROTHY PHILBURN CECELIA PAULINE TRAVER
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Dick Ms. Beverly A. Holt Ms. Adahbelle Vereeke
REV. CANNON CHARLES P. JAMES KENT PHIPPS Mr. David Younglove
Mrs. Helen L. James Mr. and Mrs. Dallas E. Seiler BEVERLY J. TRAVIS
DR. GORDON G. KNAPP ROSIE B. POWELL Mr. Greg George
Mrs. Joan B. Knapp Mrs. Diane Jones Ms. Becky J. Travis
BERNARD J. LAUFF GLEN C. RAGER MARY L. TRIM
Dr. George H. Lauff Mr. and Mrs. Simon Bisson Dr. George H. Lauff
SELMAR AND FRANCIE LEHMANN Dr. and Mrs. Russell G. Mawby HARRY B. TROUTMAN
Miss M. Drue Lehmann Dr. and Mrs. Martin L. Mitchell Mrs. Amelia Troutman
JESSIE LONGHURST Dr. and Mrs. Arlin E. Ness WILLIAM J. TURNER
Mrs. Evelyn Gay MARGARET "PEGGY" RICHEY Ms. Lois Sever
Ms. Susan Gutman Mrs. Sylvia S. Richey HERBERT AND ORVA S. VELTMAN
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Longhurst BRENT ROBINSON Ms. Gloria Veltman
OLLIE MAYFIELD Mr. William B. Robinson RANDY S. WALWORTH
Mrs. JoAnn Sandlin GERALD "JERRY" ROBINSON Mr. and Mrs. Tom M. Walworth, Jr.
GLINDA MCCUNE Great Lakes Christian Homes KENNETH J. WELTY
Mr. James F. McCune Mr. and Mrs. Leonard L. LaCourse Ms. Jane Wigfall
HODIJAH MEADE Mr. and Mrs. Artis White OLIVE B. WHITE
Mrs. Lucie M. Beard Wymer Steel, Inc. Mr. Robert G. White
IRWIN "BURT" MEISEL WILLIAM SALLACH DONALD EUGENE WILSON
Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, P. C. Mr. and Mrs. Peter ). Ryerson Ms. Joan M. Wilson
SHERMAN A. MENDELSOHN SYLVIA SCHOLTZ CHARLES WRIGHT I
Giarmarco, Mullins & Horton, P. C. Mr. and Mrs. Dan E. Lindsey Mrs. Charles Wright
ASA MILES, JR. DOROTHY SHESELEY LEE "SKIP" WYSON
Mrs. Linda Howard Dr. and Mrs. David Reimann Mr. and Mrs. Sotir Dimitry
W. FRED NIBBELINK Mr. and Mrs. Michael G. Saeger MY PARENTS
Mrs. W. Fred Nibbelink Mrs. Deborah E. Watkis Mr. Gordon P. Grant
RICHARD OMLOR NOREENE SKERRATT
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Colter Mr. and Mrs. Howard L. Skerratt Names appearing in red denote gifts
designated for Hannah Neil Center
You heard our plea o
and rose above the challenge. STARR

Thank you to all the wonderful, generous friends of COMMON V 3! '

Starr Commonwealth who understand that our Funding
is Fading due to declines in revenue from program fees
and from individual and corporate contributors. Like so many other non-profits, and even some
for-profit businesses, we have faced some challenging economic times the past year, but we are
weathering the storm as best we can.

Dur fanding is lading. Please donate new al Star.org b

During our recent call for help, you responded by giving an impressive $46,182. Your tax-deductible
gifts help youth in our programs understand their behaviors, evaluate their decisions and work
toward getting back home and connecting with school, community and loved ones.

On behalf of the youth and families we serve, we are so grateful for your support
and sincerely thank you!
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SymCon, Inc.
Detroit, MI

Craig Carrel
President and Partner
Team 1 Plastics
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Tom Kolassa
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Eastern Michigan University
Ypsilanti, Ml

Albert Little
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Greenleaf Trust
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Patricia A. McJoynt
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Keefe, Bruyette and Woods
Dublin, OH

Dr. James E. Pelt

President

Diversified Vocational Services
Corporation

Madison Heights, MI

William C. Rands
Managing Partner
Sagres Partners, L.P.
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State Farm Insurance Company
Marshall, M|
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President
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Battle Creek, MI

Gary Taylor

Owner

Taylor Auto Sales Inc.
Van Wert, OH

Bruce Vande Vusse
Attorney

Foster, Swift, Collins & Smith, P.C.

Farmington Hills, Ml

Trustees Emeritus

Margaret Starr Leutheuser
Daughter of Floyd Starr
Haverford, PA

Michael J. Gable

Chief Operating Officer
Howard & Howard
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George D. Goodman
Executive Director (Retired)
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Ann Arbor, MI
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Chairman Emeritus
W.K. Kellogg Foundation
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