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Starr Commonwealth expands services in Battle Creek

Starr to absorb programs formerly known as The Advocates

BATTLE CREEK, MI – Starr Commonwealth, with support from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, The Guido A. & Elizabeth H. Binda Foundation and St. Philip Catholic Church, is proud to announce the continuation of programs in Battle Creek for troubled youth that formerly were provided through The Advocates.  
The W.K. Kellogg Foundation has awarded Starr with $230,000 over two years and the Binda Foundation has granted a one-time award of $10,000. This funding will help marginalized and troubled youth and their families access educational and therapeutic programs tailored to their individual needs.

“The Advocates have faced many challenges in the past and no matter the issue, the one constant through it all has been the commitment and dedication that the employees and the board have had to the programs that served so many of the youth in our community,” said Melissa Jelinek, The Advocates Board Member. “After all, that's really what it's all about in the end, our youth and their future. We are excited about the positive direction that Starr Commonwealth will be taking The Advocates in the future. I believe we have found the perfect fit for the programming of The Advocates to successfully continue in Calhoun County.”
In March, 1998, Father William Fitzgerald of St. Philip Catholic Church began The Advocates and an outreach ministry initiative. The program originated as a support to the Juvenile Justice System by providing means to intercede in the ‘best interest’ of young offenders and assist probation officers whenever possible. The Advocates support and educate youth who enter the system while providing similar services to their parents. In order for youth to be able to exit the system more capable of being responsible, productive members of our community, the program creates a probation plan that is geared toward holding the young offenders accountable for their actions, developing their level of competence, and protecting the needs of the community.
“Each young person is important. Each youth has a great potential for good in our community.  Each one is considered an untapped treasure by the adult leaders who have guided The Advocates over the past 12 years,” said Father Chuck Fisher. “At St. Philip we are proud of the work of The Advocates. Yet the difficulties of some young people have grown more complex and a greater variety of programming is called for. The Board of The Advocates and I have realized that we needed more expertise, more secure funding, and more effective guidance.  I suppose I can say that The Advocates has been so successful that it outgrew the oversight of a single church.  Truly the vision of those leaders back in 1998 was, while full of compassion, also farsighted and very wise.”
Youth violence, delinquent behavior and juvenile arrests in Battle Creek are problems receiving heightened awareness in our community.  As a result many local agencies and community partnerships have formed in recent years with support from parents, school officials, law enforcement and faith-based groups to provide solutions and services for youth.  Starr Commonwealth also has witnessed a dramatic increase in demand from Calhoun County parents asking for help with their troubled teens.
“When students are expelled or suspended from school, often as a consequence of their own actions, there are few alternatives that will allow them to continue their education and it is often the case that when these youth are not in school that they fall further into trouble. The credit recovery program, suspension center and juvenile diversion programs will continue as part of our services to local youth,” said Sabrina Corbin, Executive Director of Starr Battle Creek. “When representatives from The Advocates approached Starr Commonwealth asking if we would have an interest in taking over their programs, we immediately saw the connection to our mission.”
Starr Battle Creek, located at 155 Garfield Ave., is already providing much-needed services to at-risk youth and families of Battle Creek, currently serving more than 300 youth through Treatment Foster Care, Supervised Independent Living, Intensive In-Home Mental Health Counseling and Day Treatment programs. 

“Starr Commonwealth is proud to be among the organizations in Battle Creek that are invested in the future of the community by addressing the needs of our children,” Corbin said. “Because of our 97-year history and credibility of serving vulnerable youth, acquiring the programs previously offered by The Advocates is a win-win for all and a natural complement to the community-based services we already provide through Starr Battle Creek.”
With the acquisition of The Advocates, which will continue to operate from St. Philip Catholic Church’s Tiger Room, Starr will further expand its footprint in Battle Creek and begin offering:

· Juvenile Diversion Program (JDP), an alternative to formal court processing for first-time, non-violent offenders; 
· Daytime Curfew, a safe haven where law enforcement staff can bring youth in violation of Battle Creek’s daytime curfew ordinance; 
· Suspension Center, featuring NovaNET Credit Recovery programs where students who have been suspended or expelled can continue their studies and recover credits in order to graduate.
“With the support of school officials, law enforcement and our existing service delivery partners we are further demonstrating our commitment to Battle Creek area youth with the expansion of our program offerings at Starr Battle Creek,” said Martin Mitchell, President and Chief Executive Officer of Starr Commonwealth. “In addition, we are grateful for the financial support from foundations and private funding sources, and the leadership of our local Starr Trustees. We are blessed to live and work in a community that is willing to provide meaningful solutions for children and families in crisis and look forward to expanding our services to more local youth and families.”
Founded in 1913, Starr’s treatment philosophy is rooted in seeing something good in every child, which serves as the guiding principle in its strength-based approach. Starr offers a full spectrum of community-based early intervention and prevention services along with specialized residential programs. Through the Starr Institute of Training, parents, clinicians, educators and childcare professionals now have access to Starr’s highly successful and innovative techniques aimed at bringing out the best in every child. For more information about Starr Commonwealth, please call 800-837-5591 or visit www.starr.org.
Established in 1930, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation supports children, families and communities as they strengthen and create conditions that propel vulnerable children to achieve success as individuals and as contributors to the larger community and society. Grants are concentrated in the United States, Latin America and the Caribbean, and southern Africa. For more information, please visit the Foundation’s website at www.wkkf.org.
The Guido A. and Elizabeth H. Binda Foundation was established in 1977. With a strong education policy, the foundation also supports arts and culture initiatives, health and human service programs and more recently has expanded to include environmental education issues. For more information about the Binda Foundation, please visit www.bindafoundation.org.
