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Garden dedicated to Margaret Starr Leutheuser
Daughter of founder honored for 95th birthday
ALBION, MI – Students, staff and members of Starr Commonwealth’s Board of Trustees gathered Monday, Oct. 6, 2008 to honor Margaret Starr Leutheuser, the daughter of founder Floyd Starr, by dedicating a new garden in her name.
Leutheuser was called by phone at her home in Haverford, Pa. to speak about the dedication while a group of current students, staff, Board members and former Starr President Larry Brendtro gathered at Candler Hall, the President’s home where Floyd Starr once lived. Also in attendance was Anne Willson Dupré, daughter of Margaret, and Sylvia Starr Richey, niece of Margaret.

“It’s not only the 95th anniversary of Starr Commonwealth, but it’s also Margaret’s 95th birthday this year,” said President and CEO Martin L. Mitchell. “We thought a garden in at Starr, where Margaret was born, in front of her father’s former home, would be a lovely and lasting tribute to her and her support of our mission.”

Leutheuser said during the call that she wished she could have been in Albion for the occasion and was truly humbled to have a garden named in her honor.
“Mother, it really is a beautiful garden that you can see right out this large picture window along with all the wonderful trees that your father planted,” said Dupré. “It is such a wonderful tribute because you were here for the beginning and it has been such a wonderful part of your life. It’s an enduring tribute to you and your contributions to Starr Commonwealth.”
“Oh, I know exactly what it looks like and I can picture the garden right now,” Leutheuser said. “What a nice gesture. I love Starr Commonwealth and always will. I feel very honored to have a garden there named after me. What a perfectly lovely thing to have happen in my life.”
Entrance into the garden is through a flat rock walk and through a small arbor flanked by two blue junipers. The center of the garden features a copper gazebo, which is beginning to patina, with a sculpture of a mother and young children seated on a bench underneath, all of which is surrounded by mums, clematis, boxwoods, hydrangea trees, pansies and other perennials.
Founded in 1913, Starr Commonwealth is a nationally recognized children and family services nonprofit licensed by the States of Michigan and Ohio and accredited by the Council on Accreditation of Services for Families and Children. The organization serves more than 4,000 children, families and professionals through strength-based residential and community-based programs in Albion, Battle Creek and Detroit, Michigan, and Van Wert and Columbus, Ohio. Services range from specialized treatment programs, treatment foster care, day treatment, mental health therapy, substance abuse and private therapeutic residential treatment. Starr also offers a variety of training for professionals working with youth.
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For more information about Starr Commonwealth, please call 800-837-5591 or visit www.starr.org.
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